MASTIC BEACH HEBREW CENTER’S

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

POLICY HANDBOOK

Mission Statement

Mastic Beach Hebrew Center tries to provide a family oriented atmosphere. All are welcome including interfaith families.  It’s a place where a friendly environment is promoted.  

“Coming to temple should not be a chore!” is our mission statement.  Mastic Beach Hebrew Center’s Religious School is in line with this mission statement in that we believe students should learn in a friendly and family oriented atmosphere.  We want our students to want to come to school.  Our goal is that when they graduate with their Bar/Bat Mitzvah, they and their families will still want to belong to our temple and participate in the many other offerings we have.

We hope our students will come away from the experience of our Religious School with a positive feeling of Jewish identity and pride in their ethnic background as Jewish.

Class Schedule
Classes meet on Saturdays as follows:

9AM to 11AM

From 9AM to 10AM, all students have Hebrew.

From 10AM to 11AM, all students have Culture.

Drop Off & Pick Up

For drop off, a parent or responsible adult must walk students into the building.  No child is to walking through the parking lot without parental supervision.

For pick up, a parent or responsible adult must pick up students.  Parents must wait in the temple lobby and teachers will dismiss the students one by one to the parent or responsible adult.  No child will be released out of the building without an adult.  Parental supervision should continue through out the dismissal process.  Parking lots can be a dangerous setting and we need to be attentive to our children.
Students wishing to ride their bikes or walk to and from school must have a parent/guardian note on file with the school informing them of this.

Special Programs During Class Time

When the Mastic Beach Hebrew Center Religious School schedules a program, such as the Chanukah Party, Purim Carnival, Learning Shabbat, or Model Seder, we are using this as a learning tool.  Parents and students need to take these programs as seriously as all other class time.  These programs are considered a scheduled class.  Attendance is taken during all these programs and count towards a completion of a successful year. (see attendance section)
Early Dismissal

Please have your student inform their teacher at the start of school that they will be leaving early.  If they will be leaving during their Hebrew class, then inform the Hebrew teacher.  If they will be leaving during their Culture class, then inform the Culture teacher. 

When attending classmate’s and friend’s Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, the MBHC teaching staff requests that the students attend their religious class from 9-10AM before going upstairs.  Please inform the teacher your child will be attending the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Some of our students will attend the Bar/Bat Mitzvah with their teacher and classmates as a part of their Culture class as a preparation for their future Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Homework

Homework will be assigned at the discretion of the teacher(s).  The student is expected to complete their homework assignments by the due date.  If the student is absent the day the assignment is due, the student is to submit it the next time they attend class, along with any missed work the teacher covered in class the day(s) they were absent.  (See “Missed Class” section)  Students are encouraged to practice reading Hebrew at home several times a week.  Though the Mastic Beach Hebrew Center Religious School uses Schoolnotes.com as a back up method to inform parents and students of upcoming assignments, the primary source of homework should be encouraging our students/children to take note of assignments when a teacher assign them in class.
SchoolNotes.com

To access SchoolNotes, go to www.mbhebrew.com and click on the SchoolNotes link.

To view a particular class, tap the appropriate link on the page.  Be sure to check both Hebrew and Culture classes individually.

If you would like to be notified when your teacher updates their page, simply click the “Notify Me” link on the SchoolNotes class page and enter your name and email address where prompted.  (Again, be sure to do it for both Hebrew and Culture classes.)  It’s that simple!

SchoolNotes also provides an opportunity to email classroom teachers as well as the opportunity to be notified when new assignments are posted online.

Absence

Religious School attendance is very important.  If your child will be missing school, and knows the week before, please let the Hebrew and Culture teacher(s) know.  Otherwise, please call the school and leave a message on the temple’s answering machine.  You are expected to obtain the work missed before the following week’s class.  Please see “Missed Class” section concerning missed work.

No more than 6 absences can accrue during the year.  Exceptions will only be granted by the Principal (Gail David) and Education Chairperson (Mark Hersh).  If granted an exception, students will be required to keep up with class work and submit work missed in class on a weekly basis to their teacher.  Failure to keep up with class work made up during the exception will result in an unsuccessful school year.
Missed Class

Our Religious School has a very limited amount of available class time.  Any material missed due to early dismissal or absences needs to be made up.  It is the child’s and parent’s responsibility to obtain the missed class work for both Hebrew and/or Culture. 
Below you will find a list of the teacher’s home phone numbers.  E-mail addresses of the teachers will be provided upon request to help you make contact with them.

Gail David


736-0754

Robin Reich

878-3430
Mark Hersh 

924-0864

Alex Rosen


618-5752
Renee Navarrete

874-0967


School Closings
If the school is to be closed due to inclement weather, cancellation will be informed by the following ways:

1)  Listen to WALK, 97.5 FM or visit their website www.walkradio.com.
2)  Listen to WBLI, 106.1 FM or visit their website www.wbli.com.

3) Visit our website, www.mbhebrew.org.  The closing will be in the scrolling message on our home page.

4)  An automated message may also be used to call you in the event of a cancellation.

For emergency closings other than due to inclement weather, #3 & #4 above will be used to inform you of the closing.

Fire Drills

The school will conduct fire drills as needed to ensure students understand how to exit the building, should it be necessary.

Friday Services

Students are required by the religious school to attend at least 10 Friday night Shabbat services in order to successfully complete the school year.

Each student will participate with their Culture class in 2 Friday night Shabbat services during the school year.  These services will be part of the 10 required for the year.  Class participation services will be held on the first Friday of every month during the school year unless otherwise notified by the school.

The Rabbi has increased this attendance policy for Religious School students in her B’nai Mitzvah class to 15 Friday night services through out the year.  This increase is to help the students become more comfortable and fluent with the service they will be leading at their B'nai Mitzvah.    Any questions concerning attendance policy for B'Nai Mitzvah class, please contact the Rabbi.
For students only attending B'nai Mitzvah, they must attend 15 Fri services prior to their Bar/Bat Mitzvah date.  This applies to those students in special circumstances where they have completed Religious School and only attending a year of B'nai Mitzvah classes.

Appropriate Dress

Students will be expected to dress appropriately for both Religious School and services.  No torn jeans, cleats, tank tops, torn shirts, inappropriate or offensive sayings on tee shirts, and no caps except yarmulkes.  Boys are to wear yarmulkes during class.

Class Preparedness

Students are to bring all materials expected for class as instructed by their teacher(s).  This includes all writing materials and books.  Books are to be purchased at the start of the school year.  Workbooks already written in may NOT be used.  Any student forgetting to bring their books may, at the discretion of the teacher, be allowed to borrow and/or look on with another student.  However, if books are forgotten repeatedly, they will be issued another book, sign for the book, and the parents will be billed for the new book.  Students in the B’Nai Mitzvah class should bring their Torah and Haftorah readings with them to class.
Tzedakah

Students are encouraged, but not required, to contribute to their culture class’s Tzedakah fund each class meeting.  There is no required amount to contribute.  At the end of the year, the classes will decide how to donate the money.  Tzedakah encourages our young people to think of others in need. Over the past few years the students have donated: toys to children in hospitals, to an animal rescue shelter and Make a Wish Foundation.
Tuition and Membership

You must be a member of the MBHC to be eligible for enrollment.  Tuition will be billed based on the cost as approved by the Temple Board every year in August.  The billing period is from September 1st to September 1st, and all outstanding balances for the past year must be paid in full prior to the start of the next school year.  Bar/Bat Mitzvah fees are a separate charge from tuition and are not included in the cost of Religious School.  As with all temple fees, tuition payments may be spread out over the course of the year (Sept to Sept).  Any credits earned from Board approved service for the temple, such as Bingo, can be applied to the tuition bill.  No refunds for tuition will be issued for failure of school, suspension or expulsion from school, or for not completing the school year after the student’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 
Behavior & Discipline

Ideally all of our students should be attending our school because they want to learn and grow as young Jewish people.  Their interest and enthusiasm for the material covered should be all the motivation needed to prevent any behavioral issues.  Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful manner and talk only when called upon during class.

Should a student’s behavior interfere with his or her education or impact the other students, the following procedure will be applied:

1) The teacher will verbally redirect the student to appropriate classroom behavior and activities.  One or more verbal discussions with the student may be given at the discretion of the teacher.

2) If a student continues to show inappropriate behavior in class after repeated verbal warnings by the teacher, then the student will be referred to the principal during class.  The student will sit with the principal and discuss the behavior in question.  The goal is to have the student return to appropriate classroom behavior and rejoin his or her class.  The parent will be informed about what transpired during school upon dismissal.  If another person picks up the student, the parent will be called and informed of what happened.

3) If inappropriate behavior continues after the verbal warnings and referrals to the principal, a meeting will be held with the parent/guardian, teacher, student, and principal. The goal of the meeting will be to determine the best course of action to help meet the needs of all while preserving the educational environment.

Report Cards
Report cards will be issued twice during the school year.  First report card is at the mid point of the year and the second at the end of year.  Please sign and return the report card after the mid year point to the Hebrew teacher. Parents are encouraged to meet with their child’s teacher anytime to discuss any concerns with their child’s schoolwork and progress.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
To qualify for Bar/Bat Mitzvah, students must:

1) Attend and successfully pass at least 3 full years of Religious School. 

2) Complete a Mitzvah project approved by both the Rabbi and the Principal or the Education Chairperson.  (See “Guidelines for Mitzvah Projects”.)
3) Boys must be at least 13 years old. Girls must be at least 12 years old by the date of their Bar or Bat Mitzvah, but it’s recommended they be at least 13 years of age or older.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah dates are contracted and approved by the Principal, child’s Teacher, the Rabbi, and a MBHC Board Member.  Having the Cantor is optional and if you choose this option, the Cantor must approve the date as well. 

Students in their final year before Bar/Bat Mitzvah must attend B’nai Mitzvah classes held Thursday and Friday evenings from 7PM to 8PM in addition to attending Religious School.  They are also expected to attend services after the Friday night class and must meet the school’s policy for attendance of services.  

The Rabbi will arrange to meet with each student and his/her family on the Thursday before their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

It will be the responsibility of the student to obtain Troupe Trainer to aid in your child’s learning of Torah and Haftorah. 
Guidelines for Mitzvah Projects

Each child who is approaching Bar/Bat Mitzvah will need to think about what would be meaningful and special to do as a Mitzvah or service project.  Deciding on a project should involve input and discussions with the child’s parent.  Assistance from the parent may be required in planning the project, gathering supplies, and driving the child to places as needed to complete the project.  

The next step is to discuss the idea with both the Rabbi and a member of the teaching staff and get approval for the project from both.  Time volunteering or making things is equally as important as collecting money or items.  Most children do one large project, and others do several smaller projects that have meaning or relate to the large project.  The Mitzvah project should require several hours of time to plan, gather what's needed, and complete the project.  The point of this project is to make Mitzvah a part of life, so it should not be just a one-time thing.  

If the child decides to make or buy something for display or use at the Temple, then approval from the Board for the project will be needed.  

Once the project is approved, the student needs to write a brief description about his/her project and submit it for publication in the Mitzvah Corner section of the newsletter.
I have read and agree to follow the policies outlined in the Mastic Beach Hebrew Center’s Religious School Policy Handbook.

Parent/Guardian signature: ___________________Date: ___________
Student(s) name(s): ________________________________________
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